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Abstract 
Rail grinding with abrasive belt is increasingly applied in daily rail maintenance due to its high 

efficiency and high quality. The contact between rail and abrasive belt largely determines grinding 

efficiency and grinding quality, but the influences of grinding process and contact wheel’s parameters 

on the contact behaviour are obscure. To explore the influences, a finite element model of the wheel-

rail contact was established. The simulation results showed that the grinding angle significantly affected 

the shape of contact spot. The contact spot gradually became narrower as the grinding angle increased. 

Similarly, the reduction of the contact wheel radius significantly increased the contact stress. But when 

the ratio of the thickness of rubber layer to wheel radius increased above 60 %, it had little effect on the 

size of contact spot and maximum contact stress. This study provides the basis for the selection of 

grinding process and contact wheel’s parameters. In the actual grinding process, grinding process and 

contact wheel should be selected according to grinding requirements. 
(Received in April 2022, accepted in June 2022. This paper was with the authors 2 weeks for 1 revision.) 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Due to the development of rail transit systems, the speed and axle weight of trains increase, and 

rail surface defects are gradually more prominent [1, 2], such as corrugation, cracks, and 

scratches [3-5]. If these defects are not processed in time, the state of wheel-rail contact will 

deteriorate, thus seriously affecting the smooth operation of trains and passenger comfort and 

even causing major safety accidents and casualties. Currently, the rail grinding technology is 

widely used to maintain rails around the world [6, 7]. In view of the advantages of abrasive belt 

grinding technology, the rail grinding with abrasive belt has been proposed [8-10]. As a new 

repair technology of rail surface defects, it has been gradually applied due to the advantages of 

high efficiency, high quality, safety, and environmental protection. 

      In the rail grinding with abrasive belt, the complex nonlinear contact interactions exist 

among contact wheel, abrasive belt, and rail. The contact behaviour of rail grinding with 

abrasive belt is significant because it affects material removal, grinding temperature rise, and 

residual stress, and determines grinding efficiency and grinding quality. It is necessary to 

explore the contact mechanism of wheel-rail in rail grinding with abrasive belt. Based on the 

surface morphology of abrasive belt, Fan et al. [11] established a microscopic contact pressure 

model and revealed the contact behaviour between abrasive grain and rail. Furthermore, Fan et 

al. [12] established a contact pressure model, obtained the boundary curve and stress 

distribution of the contact zone between rubber wheel and rail, and conducted finite element 

simulation and grinding test. In order to explore the static contact behaviour between concave 

contact wheel and rail, Wang et al. [13] converted the three-dimensional contact problem into 

a two-dimensional problem, so as to obtain the boundary curve function and stress distribution 
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of the contact zone. Moreover, Wang et al. [14] established a numerical contact model of the 

local geometric relationship between the contact wheel and the surface of the rail and verified 

the accuracy of the established model through finite element analysis. In the grinding process 

of aero-engine blades, Xiao et al. [15] established a finite element model of multi-particle belt 

grinding under different process parameters and carried out the critical belt grinding experiment 

to study the distribution characteristics of residual stress on the surface after grinding. In 

addition, Vigneashwara et al. [16] conducted experimental tests with the Taguchi method and 

found that the material removed from the surface during the grinding by abrasive belt had a 

nonlinear relationship with various process parameters. Existing studies on the contact 

behaviours between contact wheel, abrasive belt, and rail were mainly focused on the 

establishment of accurate contact models with various methods. The influences of grinding 

process and contact wheel’s parameters need to be further studied. 

      Inspired by the prominent role of finite element model in the field of engineering [17-19], 

we analysed the influence of grinding process and contact wheel’s parameters on contact 

behaviour. Firstly, rail grinding with abrasive belt is introduced, including the principle of rail 

grinding with abrasive belt and the contact behaviour. Then, a finite element model of rail 

grinding with abrasive belt was established. Finally, the influences of grinding process and 

contact wheel’s parameters on the contact stress in rail grinding with abrasive belt was analysed 

by the above model. 

2. CONTACT ANALYSIS IN RAIL GRINDING WITH ABRASIVE BELT 

The basic principle of rail grinding with abrasive belt is shown in Fig. 1. The contact wheel 

consists of a hub and a rubber layer wrapped around the hub. The force is applied to the contact 

wheel in the grinding process and the particles of abrasive belt slides on the rail surface to 

achieve material cutting and removal [20, 21]. To complete the repair of rail surface, several 

grinding units are arranged in the direction of the rail extension to achieve enveloping grinding 

of the rail. 

Abrasive belt Contact wheel

Rail
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Rubber layer

Contact spot
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Contact wheel
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Figure 1: Schematic diagram of rail grinding with abrasive belt. 

      The paper aims to explore the effects of grinding process and contact wheel’s parameters 

on contact stress. The main determinant of the formation and distribution of contact spots is 

contact wheel in rail grinding with abrasive belt, whereas the abrasive belt can be ignored. 

Therefore, this paper only considers contact wheel and rail, and the contact is transformed into 

the contact between contact wheel and rail. 
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3. DESCRIPTIONS AND SIMULATION PARAMETERS  

3.1  Selection of rubber layer material 

The rubber layer material of the contact wheel is a hyper-elastic material. The relationship 

between stress and strain of the hyper-elastic rubber does not follow Hooke’s law. The 

relationship between stress and strain is a nonlinear relationship and the constitutive theory of 

rubber is usually determined by the strain energy function [22-24]. ABAQUS software has the 

significant nonlinear problem handling ability, so the Mooney-Rivlin material model in 

ABAQUS was selected. 

3.2  Finite element model 

In the finite element analysis, a standard rail of 60 kg/m was simulated. The rubber layer and 

the hub were bound and constrained. The mesh of the main contact zone was further refined. 

The specific finite element calculation model is shown in Fig. 2. The elastic modulus of the 

contact wheel hub and rail in the model was larger than that of the rubber layer. The rubber 

layer was adhered to the contact wheel hub, and the contact wheel and the rail were in the 

frictionless contact. 

 

Figure 2: Finite element calculation model. 

      The material parameters used in the simulation are provided in Table I. The aluminium alloy 

of the contact wheel has the elastic modulus of 69 GPa and the Poisson’s ratio of 0.34. The 

elastic modulus of the rail is 214 GPa and the Poisson’s ratio of the rail is 0.3. 

Table I: Rubber material simulation parameters. 

Shore hardness -A 

[°] 
Elastic modulus 

[N/mm2] 

Modulus of shear 

[N/mm2] 

C10 

[N/mm2] 

C01 

[N/mm2] 

40 1.381 0.452 0.181 0.045 

50 2.397 0.755 0.302 0.076 

60 4.268 1.185 0.474 0.118 

70 7.289 1.839 0.736 0.184 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1  Effect of grinding pressure on contact stress 

Under the conditions of contact wheel radius (Rw = 75 mm), rubber layer thickness (D = 10 mm), 

rubber layer hardness (HS = 60°), grinding angle (Deg = 0°), and different grinding pressures 

(Fn = 10 N, 25 N, 50 N, 75 N, 100 N, 125 N and 150 N), the finite element analysis was 
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performed. The simulation results are shown in Fig. 3 and the variations of contact parameters 

with grinding pressure are shown in Fig. 4. 

 

Figure 3: Contact spots under different grinding pressures. 

 

Figure 4: Variation of contact parameters with grinding pressure. 
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      With the increase in grinding pressure, the contact zone and the maximum contact stress 

increased (Figs. 3 and 4). The shapes of the contact spots were substantially similar. However, 

when Fn ≥ 75 N, the stress concentration phenomenon occurred on both sides of the contact 

spot. The phenomenon might be interpreted as follows. With the increase in the grinding 

pressure, the deformation of the contact wheel increased and the contact zone between contact 

wheel and rail surface became larger, thus increasing the curvature change in the contact zone. 

4.2  Effect of grinding angle on contact stress 

Under the conditions of contact wheel radius (Rw = 75 mm), rubber layer thickness (D = 10 mm), 

rubber layer hardness (HS = 60°), grinding pressure (Fn = 50 N), and different grinding angles 

(Deg = 0.5°, 1°, 2°, 10°, 12°, 14°, 20°, 40°, and 60°), the finite element analysis was performed. 

The simulation results are shown in Fig. 5 and the variations of contact parameters with grinding 

angle are shown in Fig. 6. 

 

 

Figure 5: Contact spots under different grinding angles. 
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Figure 6: Variations of contact parameter with grinding angle. 

      The shape of the contact spot varied with grinding angle (Fig. 5). The variation is discussed 

as follows. The rail is composed of circular arcs with different curvatures. Therefore, the 

curvature in the contact zone varied with grinding angle. When the curvature in the contact 

zone was fixed (grinding angle = 0°, 40°, or 60°), the shapes of the contact spots were a regular 

ellipse. However, with the variation in curvature, the shapes of contact spots were no longer 

regular, as confirmed by the segmentation of the curve in Fig. 6. Under different grinding 

angles, it is important to choose an appropriate grinding strategy so as to avoid unnecessary 

damage to the rail. 

4.3  Effect of the radius of contact wheel on contact stress 

Under the conditions of rubber layer hardness (HS = 60°), grinding pressure (Fn = 50 N), rubber 

layer thickness (D = 10 mm), grinding angle (Deg = 0°), and different contact wheel radii (Rw = 

25 mm, 50 mm, 75 mm, 100 mm, 125 mm, and 150 mm), the finite element analysis was 

performed. The simulation results are shown in Fig. 7 and the variations of contact parameters 

with contact wheel radius are shown in Fig. 8. 

      When Rw = 125 mm, a significant stress concentration phenomenon was observed on both 

sides of the contact spot (Fig. 7). The phenomenon might be interpreted as follows. Due to the 

structural change of the contact wheel, the contact zone became larger so that the curvature 

changed in the contact zone and resulted in stress concentration. Combined with Fig. 8, it can 

be found that as the radius of the contact wheel increased, the contact zone between contact 

wheel and rail surface became larger and the maximum contact stress between the contact wheel 

and rail surface was reduced. 
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Figure 7: Contact spots under different contact wheel radii. 

 

Figure 8: Variation of contact parameters with contact wheel radii. 
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4.4  Effect of the ratio of the thickness of rubber layer to wheel radius on contact stress 

Under the conditions of contact wheel radius (Rw = 75 mm), rubber layer hardness (HS = 60°), 

grinding pressure (Fn = 50 N), grinding angle (Deg = 0°), and different ratios of the thickness of 

rubber layer to wheel radius (thickness ratio for short, 10 %, 20 %, 40 %, 60 %, 80 %, and 100 %), 

the finite element analysis was performed. The simulation results are shown in Fig. 9 and the 

variations of contact parameters with the thickness ratio are shown in Fig. 10. 

 

 

Figure 9: Contact spots under different thickness ratios of rubber layer. 

 

Figure 10: Variations of contact parameters with the thickness ratios of rubber layer. 
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      When the thickness ratio increased from 20 % to 100 %, the significant stress concentration 

phenomenon was observed on both sides of the contact spot, indicating the curvature change in 

the contact zone (Fig. 9). The increase of thickness ratio affected the structural stiffness of the 

contact wheel, thus resulting in the greater deformation under the same grinding pressure. When 

the thickness ratio of the rubber layer increased, the size of contact zone gradually increased, 

but the maximum contact stress gradually decreased (Fig. 10). However, when the thickness 

ratio increased above 60 %, the contact zone was almost no longer changed. 

4.5  Effect of the hardness of rubber layer on contact stress 

Under the conditions of contact wheel radius (Rw = 75 mm), rubber layer thickness (D = 10 mm), 

grinding pressure (Fn = 50 N), grinding angle (Deg = 0°), and different Shore hardness (HS = 

40°, 50°, 60°, and 70°), the finite element analysis was performed. The coefficients of the 

Mooney-Rivlin material model are shown in Table I. The simulation results are shown in 

Fig. 11 and the variations of contact parameters with the hardness of rubber layer are shown in 

Fig. 12. 

      With the increase in the hardness of rubber layer, the stress concentration phenomenon on 

both sides of the contact spot became less significant (Fig. 11). Due to the increase in the 

hardness of rubber layer, the contact zone between contact wheel and rail surface decreased and 

the curvature change in the contact zone was reduced. Moreover, as the hardness of rubber layer 

of contact wheel increased, the maximum contact stress increased (Fig. 12). 

 

 

Figure 11: Contact spots under different hardness of rubber layer. 
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Figure 12: Variations of contact parameters with the hardness of rubber layer. 

5. CONCLUSION 

In order to study the influences of grinding process and contact wheel’s parameters on the 

contact behaviour of contact wheel and rail, we established a static contact model for rail 

grinding with abrasive belt and performed the contact analysis with the finite element method. 

The simulation results showed that the shape of the contact spot was closely related to grinding 

angle. The contact spots under the same grinding angle had the similar shape. In addition, the 

maximum contact stress was sensitive to these parameters and reached 0.8194 MPa under the 

grinding angle of 60°, which is the maximum data measured. The reduction in the radius of the 

contact wheel also significantly increased the contact stress. Furthermore, the increase in 

thickness ratio tended to increase the occurrence of stress concentration on both sides of the 

contact spot. However, when the ratios of the thickness of rubber layer to wheel radius exceeded 

60 %, its effects on the contact behaviour were small. 

      Due to some factors such as simulation can’t fully simulate the actual environment, there 

may be some difference between the simulation prediction and the actual results. But this study 

partly provides some reference for the selection of contact wheels and grinding strategies. In 

the actual selection, the grinding strategy should be selected according to the actual grinding 

situation of rail damage. In addition, the radius of the contact wheel should be selected based 

on the size and damage of the grinding zone of rail so as to avoid the low grinding efficiency 

caused by the smaller material removal related to small radius or the waste of materials related 

to large radius. Moreover, the rubber layer with large hardness could be selected to enhance the 

grinding ability under ensuring buffer shock absorption. 

      In the further research, the surface characteristics of the abrasive belt, such as the type of 

abrasive grain, the size of abrasive grain and the density of abrasive grain, can also be 

considered, and experimental investigation can be carried out. This paper only studies the static 

contact of rail grinding with abrasive belt, and the dynamic contact behaviour can be further 

studied. 
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